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invifior fuit fomno aut libidinofis vigiliis marcidss, 
illuftribus viris perniciem, inter Ganeam et t fupre meditaba- 


SATURDAY, 


SUMAN mifery is not fo apt to excite com- 
as fuperior virtue is to 


anid detraction. 
-Wuen the celebrated Caliph Haroun Rachid 


Yi the Arabian empire, and diffaféd’the 
‘Dleflings of beneficence thro’ all his extenfive 
domihions ; when his name went forth like a Sabean odour, chear- 
ing the hearts, and infpiring thé fongs of his happy fubjeéts ; when 
every corner of the imperial city of Bagdad’ refounded with the 
praife of hisVizir, Giafar of the raceof Baramak, the moft uncorrupt 
minifter, the moft liberal encourager of merit that ever executed the 
orders, and fupported the dignity of the Caliphat ; who had fuper- 
intended the education of Haroun, the inftru¢tor of his youth, the 
companion of his folitude, ere yet he approached the throne which 


he wa#deftined one day to aleend, In this fealon of general felicity, 
there 
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there was a remnant of miferable wretches, who, from difappoint- 
ed ambition, or inveterate envy, repined at the fuccefs of merit, 
and like fo many demons, damned without all profpect of re- 
demption, derived frefh torments from the happinefs which their 
fellow-creatures feemed to enjoy. 

Or thefe children of perdition, the moft wicked and abandoned 
was Yahia Ben Ifrail Ginn*, a being of fuch an unhappy dif- 
pofition, that it was commonly believed his foul was confined to 
its prefent prifon, in order to do penance for fome atrocious 
crime, unexpiated in its former ftate of exiftence.. His external 
form was fuch as happily exprefied the deformity of his mind. His 
face was meagre, fallow, and forbidding, as if he looked pale and 
haggard from the confcioufnefs of guilt. His eyes were diftorted, 
with fuch an hideous obliquity of vifion, that the fight of him 
alone had frightened fome matrons into mifcarriage, and made 
fuch an unfortunate impreffion on the imaginations of others, that 
inftead of children, they brought gogle-eyed monfters into the 
world. His chin was long and incurvated, like the moon in her 
firft quarter. His jaw was furnifhed with large irregular tuthes ; 
and when he fpoke, his mouth overflowed with a plentiful dif- 
charge of flaver. 

Wirn refpec to his mental qualifications, he was totally de- 
ftitute of principle, and never felt the influence of one liberal fen- 
timent. Deaf to every fuggeftion of virtue, and dead to all the 
feelings of humanity, his heart afforded a receptacle to pride, 
malice, cruelty and flander. Thefe were the paflions that took 
the lead in regulating his conduct; though upon fome occafions 
he was actuated by akind of caprice that was not reducible to any 
determinate motive, and appeared equally abfurd and fantaftical, 
His capacity was more than fufficient to comprehend and retain 
the firft elements of erudition: tho’ like an unclean cafk, it com- 
municated a difagreeable flavour to every doétrine which it re- 
ceived. He imbibed a fmattering in feveral branches of learn- 
ing. The tropes and figures of obloquy he ftudied with peculiar 
eagernefs; and his tongue wagged with fuch inceflant rotation, 


_ that he feemed to labour under an involuntary emiffion of words, 


HE 


* According to the doétrine of the Alcoran, the Ginn or Ginni was a malignant {pirit, 
created from intenfe fire, not empyrean, but empyreumatic. 
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He was more obliged to fortune than to nature: for, though 
his birth was obfcure, his parents were wealthy, and took pride 
in training him up for a higher {phere of life, than that to which 
they themfelves had been allotted by the difpenfations of provi- 
dence. ‘Yahia Ginn, inftead of feeding his father's goats, ap- 
peared by times in the gay world; exhibited himfelf to the public 
in gorgeous apparel; contracted acquaintance with the young 
Emirs of Bagdat; gave fumptuous entertainments ; enlifted para- 
fites; commenced rake and voluptuary, and, by dint of perpetual 
talking, {neering, laughing, fhrugging,and flabbering, acquired fome 
reputation as a fatirift and buffoon. The opinion of his father’s 
wealth paved his way to an advantageous match of intereft, by 
which he became matter of fuch a fum as feemed to intoxicate his 
brain, and impel him to gratify all his paflions without diftin@tion 
or reftraint. He now affected the man of wit and pleafure ; {cof- 
fed in public at religion; ridiculed morality; reviled merit; plun- 
ged headlong into riot and debauchery ; fquandered away his means 
without tafte; treated his wife like a true Arab, and even repudi- 
ated her after the manner of the muflulmen. i 

Finpinc his conftitution decayed, his character tainted, and 
his fortune greatly impaired, he had recourfe to the art of cor- 
ruption, by which he obtained a feat in the council of the Schieks, 
flattering himfelf, that his extraordinary talents would make fuch 
a figure in that aflembly, as fhould entitle him to preferment in 
the ftate: but ‘fahia had greatly over-rated his own genius. 
He attempted to fpeak on feveral fubjects, but was always heard 
with difguft or derifion. Enraged at this difappointment, he gave 
a loofe to his malice and mifanthropy, not without hope, that 
how inconfiderable foever he might be in. the council, he fhould 
fhine diftinguifhed in the province of calumny and abufe, becaufe 
thefe were fubjects the beft fuited to the malevolence of his dif- 
pofition, 

Tue Caliph had, by public edict, indulged all his people with 
liberty of fpeech concerning his perfon and government: his 
whole aim was to make them happy; and thought, that from this 
indulgence, he might draw fuch information as would enable him 
to profecute this aim the more effectually, ‘Fabia being thus a 
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iy cured againft corporeal correction, went and offered his talents to 
at a difcarded courtier, who took him forthwith into his protedtion ; 
bi ; { and he began his probation with a libel againft the government. 
aT He took poft in one of the moft confpicuous parts of the city, 
ane and poured forth inveétives againft the accomplifhed Caliph. He 
y 4 1H depreciated the character, he cenfured the morals of his fove- 
“eet | reign. He poured forth the moft audacious flanders againft his 
apeer| mother, a venerable Princefs, univerfally revered for virtue and 
Tit benevolence: nor did the beloved confort of Haroun efcape the 
Lit, ait lath of his licentious tongue. The populace. were at firft con- 
sh | founded at the audacity of this infolent plebeian: but, their afto- 
ay nifhment was foon fucceeded by indignation, and, notwithftand- 
ing the of the Caliph, they would have facrificed this fon of 
if tf: : calumny to their rfzntment, had not his life been faved by an 
1 tt Iman, who, chancing to be on the fpot, declared he was mad, 
| 4 i a | -confequenily held facred by the law of the Prophet. The multi- 
| ‘tude immediately difperfed; ‘fahia found himfelf alone in the 
he | '  sftreets of Bagdad. He then turned his battery againft the wholé 
ti Ht race of Baramack, whom he abufed with all the licence of feur- 
\ Me i tility. The race of Baramack heard him in filent difdain. 
ee Mortiriep at this mark of their contempt, he made a large 
Vil 7 colleétion of filth, and chufing his ftation near the precinéts of 
ere the palace, began to pelt the Vizir as he paffed and repafled to and 
; at i from the court of the Caliph: but, whether he was too blind to 
| Ht take a proper aim at his object, or too unfkilful to throw his dirt 
He with any effect, certain it is, he never once hit the mark; and 
ae 4 every effort he made ferved only to betray himfelf, and raife an 
4 a intolerable odour, until he became fuch a public nuifance, that he 


eal was univerfally avoided: this was the only way in which he had 
it in his power to offend.—The Genii that protected this diftria, 
taking compaffion on the inhabitants, exerted his power for their 
relief. ‘fahia Ginn going to the common fewer of the city, for 
a fupply of foil, was fuddenly petrified in the very a& of ftooping, 
and converted into a grotefque image, his mouth ftanding wide 
open as a fpout for the difcharge of filth: but it required the in- 
vention of a Genii to rendér ‘Yabia Ginn in any fhape ferviceable 
to fociety. His Patron the Emir Timour Bafch, {a title eqivalent 
to 
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to that of Lord Chuckle-head in Engli/h) infifted upon burying 
this petrefaction, alledging that images were forbid by the lew of 
Mahomet: but, this motion was over-ruled, as it appeared, that 
although the fpout retained every feature of ‘Yabia Ginn, it cauld 
not be deemed the likenefs of any ordinary production of nature, 


Tothe BRITON. 
S1R, 


S I profefs myfelf downright Swifs, it will be unneceflary to 

ufe farther preamble. The North Briton affirms you are 

very dull, and as a Scotchman incapable of writing either fenfe 
or Englith. Being myfelf partly of his opinion, I humbly offer 
my fervices to your fuppofed patron Lord B—, declaring myfelf a 
true born Englifhman, petfe&ly well acquainted with all the fami- 
liar idioms of my mother tongue, My father dealt in hog’s-fleth, 
and brought his pigs to a very good market: but I have been al- 
ways converfant with animals of a more fafhionable fpecies ; with 
hounds, horfes, and whores. J have wore a laced coat from my 
infancy; frequented brothels and taverns, and difplayed myfelf in 
the united characters of a gentleman, fcholar, wit, and atheift. 
Having wafted my conftitution and my means among rooks and 
harlots, I made intereft fora poft in the militia: but all the places 
were filled except that of drill-ferjeant, which required more 
knowledge and induftry than I was mafter of. No body ever 
doubted my courage, or could fuppofethat!, who had been fo many 
years known by the name of d/a/pheming Dick, and always fet my 
Maker at defiance, would now fhrink at the diftant profpeé of 
bodily danger. He needs not furely be afraid of temporal death, 
who hath refolution enough to brave eternal damnation, I think 
myfelf peculiarly qualified to enter the lifts with the North Bri- 
ton, and even to foil him at his own weapons; for, I have in- 
trigued with oyfter-wenches, and diligently attended the lectures 
of Billingfgate : befides, I am provided with two ftaunch under- 
ftrappers, one of them a reverend deacon in a laced hat and lea- 


ther breeches;. the other a learned pedagogue, without-any 
 breeches.at all. Their appetites are. very. keen; their, teeth very 


tharp: they are coupled together, and crouch for employment, 
cager 
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eager to bite, and tear, and taint, and havock. Backed by thefe 
twin terriers, I'll engage to attack any fet of men or meafures; to 
dath thro’ thick and thin; to fwear and forfwear, forge calumny, 
detraét and retract, affirm and deny, befpatter and bedaub, with- 
out any fcruple of confcience, or any ftings of compunction. 
Should the M—r decline inlifting us in the fervice of the com- 
monwealth, we muft even prey upon her, and then we may 
chance to attain a certain degree of exaltation. In that cafe, we 
fhall not want companions to keep us in countenance, and | hope 
we fhall all behave like true orn Engli/hmen, proud to the lalt of 
that happy diftinGtion, which we enjoy in common with fo many 
honourable fraternities in this great metropolis. At any rate, it 
will be a great confolation tome in my laft moments, to reflect, 
that tho’ I may be chargeable with fraud, felony, facrilege and 


treafon; the world cannot with any juftice impute to me, the in- 


delible difgrace and unpardonable crime of being born on the 
North-fide of the Tweed. I have no more to fay, but to defire 
you will communicate thefe hints tothe M——r, from yours, as 
you ufe me, 


RICHARD DRAFF.. 


( Fo be continued. ) 
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